Portland Chamber Music

Newsletter

Our first spring concert is only a month away!

Portland Chamber Music presents:

Music by African
American Women
Composers

Program includes works by Undine Smith Moore,
Margaret Bonds, Florence Price and more.

ina - soprano, Zita Jefferson - piano,

h horn, Jonathan Cheskin - cello

Saturday March 5, 2016 at 7 pm
Community Music Center

3350 SE Francis St, Portland, OR 97202

All ages.
Suggested donation $10

3519 NE 15th A
Portland OR 97
wisic@gmail.com

Facebook.com/PortlandChamberMusic

About “A Remarkable

Journey..”
Anya Kalina, Artistic Director

“A kid in a candy store!” — That is how
I would describe myself to friends and
colleagues while working on this
program. Rich. Delicious.
Astonishingly beautiful. Growing up in
a Communist Russia in the 1970’s, I
had an extremely limited and isolated
knowledge of many world cultures. It
changed as I grew older. However, I
am still most excited to discover works
traditionally less performed.

pdxchambermusic.org

Our March 5th program consists of
works that are just occasionally
performed and some that are so
unfairly overlooked.

At Portland Chamber Music we strive
to go beyond just performing a specific
instrumental trio or an art song. Every
composer has a story behind every
piece they have ever wrote. This Story
makes our musical experience more
personal, entertaining and exciting
both as performers and as listeners. All
of the heroines in our program had
lives beyond remarkable.
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Coming Soon:

Concert
A Remarkable Journey
Music by African
American Composers
Saturday, March 5,
2016 at 7 pm
Community Music Center
3350 SE Francis St,
Portland, OR 97202

Free Neighborhood
Concerts

Saturday, March 19
2016 at 7 pm

St Andrew and All Souls
Episcopal Church
7600 N Hereford Ave,
Portland, OR 97203

Sunday, April 17, 2016

Cully Neighborhood
Concert

Making music accessible to all people
through performance and instruction.

Pdxchambermusic.org

Portland Chamber Music is a
501(c)3 non-profit
organization that is fully
supported by donations and
grants from the communities
it serves.

If you believe that music is
important to the life of a
community, we invite you to
support us with a tax
deductible contribution here.
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Margaret Bonds (1913-1972),
described by people who knew her as a
very dynamic and outgoing woman.
Her song, Sea Ghost won First Prize at
a Rodman Wanamaker Competition
when she was only 19. Ms. Bonds was
the first African-American pianist who
appeared as a soloist playing with
Chicago Symphony Orchestra in 1933.

Undine Smith Moore (1904-1989),
a renowned educator and composer,
was often referred to as the “Dean of
Black Woman Composers”.
Generations of women musicians owe
their careers to her instruction and
personal encouragement.

Florence Price (1887-1953) — her
Symphony in E minor, won first prize
Rodman Wanamaker Competition in
1933 and on June 15, 1933 it was
premiered by Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, making Price’s piece the
first composition by an African-
American woman to be played by a
major orchestra.

Betty Jackson King (1928-1994),
established herself as a prominent
teacher and a nationally-known
composer, lecturer, and performing
musician. From 1979 to 1984, Ms. King
was the President of the National
Association of Negro Musicians.

Mary Lou Williams (1910-1981) an
American jazz pianist, composer, and
arranger. She was an artist-in-
residence at Duke University from 1977
to 1981 and in 1978, performed at the
White House.

Mary Watkins (b. 1939) has
composed instrumental music for
individual performers, theatrical
productions, films, and symphony
orchestras. She was credited with
shaping the growth and development
of women’s music of 1970s.

Historically, women composers were
systematically disregarded in Europe
and later in the US in the belief that
they did not possess the creative
intellect necessary to produce
significant works of art. Nowadays, we
can shrug our shoulders in disbelief of
the above statement; however, it was
not until the last decade of 19t century
when women composers in the United
States started to claim their place
alongside their male colleagues. The
earliest instrumental work by a black
woman composer to be found at the
Library of Congress is a solo piano
Rippling Spring Water by Estelle
Rickett written in 1893.

Even though we have walked a long
way since then, many works by
African-American women composers
do not get the acclaim they deserve.
We want to do all we can to change
that! I admit that our program
represents a very small fraction of
composers who have been shaping
American cultural heritage in music.
We plan to definitely come back to this
theme in the future. For now, I really
hope to evoke your interest enough to
go and learn more on your own! We
hope you enjoy the program and thank
you for your support!
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Portland Chamber
Music

Musicians:

Alane Unger, clarinet

Lluis Soldevila, French horn
Jonathan Cheskin, cello
Zita Jefferson, piano

Anya Kalina, soprano

Guest Artists

of the Spring Season:
Mary McCarty, flute
Lynda Hess, flute

Deborah Gitlitz, storyteller
Irisa Beebah Grimes, voice
Levi Nelson, drums

Benjamin Nelson, guitar
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Community Volunteering

Around holidays, Portland Chamber
Music had the privilege and joy of
volunteering at several events
including Homeless Lunch at All Saints
Episcopal, Holiday Meal at Sisters of
the Road and a benefit concert for
homeless youth at Gladstone High
School.

It would be an understatement to say
that all of us were deeply moved by the
experience and are looking forward to
giving more to the Portland
Community in need in the future.

Zita Jefferson, piano

I was nervous about this event. I felt
moved to volunteer our group to
perform for "the homeless" over the
holidays. But I had never done a gig
like this. I didn't know if they would
welcome us. I was worried about our
group feeling uncomfortable or unsafe.

I had nothing to worry about. This was
one of the best performances of my life.
Ever. They loved us. They clapped
enthusiastically between big bites of
food. Many people came up to ask
questions and share stories. There
were many toothless grins, big hugs,
but most of all God bless yous and
thank yous.

I am going to remove the word "the"
from "the homeless". These are people.
All unique individuals who, for many
different reasons, have no home. As my
cello friend and I said later, we each
were just a breath away from
homelessness at times in our own lives.

We all had tears in our eyes as we left
today with many genuine, loving
encounters to take with us in our
memories.

Alane Unger, flute

I feel honored for the opportunity PCM
had to perform for the All Saints
Homeless Lunch. The crowd really
enjoyed the music and many people
came up to us to thank us, talk, and ask
questions. Seeing the joy we helped
bring to everyone there made it a
wonderful experience. I hope we can
make each of our performances feel as
special as this one!
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Performing in Sisters of the Road
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Please Become a
Supporter!

If you believe that music is important
to the life of a community, we invite
you to support us with a tax deductible
contribution.

You can make a One-Time Donation or
give us the best holiday gift possible by
becoming our monthly patron at a
bridge level of your choosing:

Sellwood Bridge - $5
Ross Island Bridge - $10
Hawthorne Bridge - $25
Burnside Bridge - $40
Steel Bridge - $50
Broadway Bridge - $75
St. Johns Bridge - $100

Don’t see the donation level that you
want? That’s OK, too! Just pick the
amount you would like to contribute
on a recurring basis!

If you would rather write a check,
please make your check payable to
Portland Chamber Music and mail it
to: 3519 NE 15th Ave. #2309, Portland
OR 97212.

Portland Chamber Music is a 501(c)3
non-profit organization (Tax ID: 37-
1784427) and all donations are tax
deductible.

If you have questions, please contact
Artistic Director Anya Kalina or Board
President Kimberly Sieffert.

We thank you from the bottom of our
hearts!

Place an ad in our concert programs.

It is a great way to advertise your business, event or a special announcement!

Program Ads Form

Fill out the order form and email it to portlandchambermusic@gmail.com by the

deadline indicated on the form.

Then write a check to Portland Chamber Music and mail it to:

3519 NE 15th Ave. #239, Portland OR 97212.

If you have questions, please contact Artistic Director Anya Kalina or President
Kimberly Sieffert at portlandchambermusic@gmail.com
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Portland Chamber
Music

Anya Kalina
Artistic Director
Kimberly Sieffert
Board Director/President
Kristin Springer
Board Director/Secretary
Deb Lambeth

Board Director

Ruth Moorman

Graphic Design

Contact Us
3519 NE 15th Ave #239
Portland, OR 97212
(503) 840-9185
portlandchambermusic@
gmail.com

Pdxchambermusic.org

Thank You! Facebook Twiter
4|Page
Portland Chamber Music January 2016



http://www.pdxchambermusic.org/concert-program-ads/

